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Honorable Orban Viktor

Prime Minister

1357 Budapest, Pf. 6.

Hungary

e-mail: orbanviktor@orbanviktor.hu

Dear Miniszterelnék Orban Viktor:

I’'m writing to commend you for your support of strong anti-tobacco legislation in Hungary and in
particular your support of a comprehensive smoke-free air policy that will effectively protect
citizens and workers from exposure to secondhand smoke (SHS). SHS is an important cause of
illness in children and adults. The World Health Organization estimates that SHS exposure causes
almost 20.000 deaths in nonsmokers every year in the European Union, mainly from deaths due
to heart disease, acute respiratory illnesses and cancer.

Our scientists at Roswell Park Cancer Institute have worked with physicians in Hungary to
document indoor air pollution levels in venues with and without smoking. What we have found
was that in places where smoking was restricted air pollution levels were 90% lower compared to
venues where smoking was allowed [1] This is a critical finding in light of the high levels of SHS
exposure documented in public places in Hungary such as restaurants and cafes, pubs,
transportation venues and even in some health care facilities.[2, 3] A comprehensive smoke-free
air law in Hungary would dramatically reduce these exposures and result in significant health
improvement, in particular a reduction in heart attacks.[4]

Smoke-free air policies are not only effective in protecting public health but are also widely
supported by the majority of the public. We even see support for these laws increase over time
after they are implemented.[5]

Businesses find it simple and easy to comply with comprehensive smoke-free air laws prohibiting
any indoor smoking. This is especially true if comprehensive and carefully planned educational
efforts are undertaken well in advance of the implementation to provide both the public and
business owners with information on the purpose of the law and how to avoid violations.
Alternative policies including separate smoking sections and designated smoking rooms are not
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